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ellman and the Captain. 
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N arch and ſturdy Pellman of the Town, 
That ns' to cry his Matters up and down, 
As Cuſtom had not introduc'd the Thing, 

"Meyer concluded with Jod fawe the King; 

The loyal Tag, in ſome Parts of the Nation, 

Beth to the King's, and Bellman's Proclamation, 

A bluſt' ring Captain, quarter'd in the Place 

By where the Bellman daily trod his Pace, 

Took it as his Commiſſion to correct 

Of Civil Rules ſo crying a Negluct. 

One Day as honeſt Stentor paſſing by 

Had finith'd of his Catalogue the Cry, 

Hark ye, ſays he, you! Bellman! come up Stairs 

A Dog !—I'l] texch him how to cry his Wares. 

Us goes the Man into a publick Room, 

Where was the Captain ſtrutting in a Fume, 

And thought, tout ſome Deſerter or another 

Had put che Hero into ſuch a Pother, 

Sir, ! ſays he, bowing, and with Hat in Hand, 


„Lt picaſe your Worthip, what is your Command? 


Command? ye Dog ! If I were to preſide," 

I'd break the Bones in your rebellious Hide! 

Bones, Sir ! break Bones ! (and then put on his Hat) 
What have I done, Sir? What d'ye mean by that ? 
I'm but a Bellman, but for all your Buff, | 

As good as you Sir, and tan look as Bluff. 

The Captain, not expecting ſuch Rebuke, 

Began to ſoften his enraged Look, 

Smoeth'd on his Brow the Military Frown, 

And Jropp'd his Wrath to geniler Reas'ning down. 
Pray, when you ring your Bell about here, Friend , 
And cry your Stuff, why don't you at the End, 
Pray for his Majeſty King G 


pray! 


Reply'd the Bellman—O good lack-a-day ! 

I pray? forſooth ! and why not pieacli as well? 
Is it to Pray*rs you think I ring my. Bell ? 

Tho" I could pray as well as you.can ſwear, 

Tis not my Ollice, Maſter ; howſome'er, 

I thought you wanted to have ſomething ery'd 
Well, but my aq, the Red-coat Spark reply d, 


* 


In other Placcs, when the Beli is rung, 

King G—--—js pray'd for; here, you hold your Tongue, 
Loox ye, I have liſten'd, as you walk'd about, 

And conitantly have heard you leave it out; 

JT eat his Bread-—and do inſiſt that you 

Pray for his Majeſty as others do, 

Or elite III —Maſter, don't be in a Splutter, 

You may eat Eread—and never forſake Butter, 
What's that to me ? and if you are, good Sir, 

So fond of praying, as you make a Stir, 

Which I much queſtion, yet if that's the Caſe, 
The Church, Sir, not the Marlet, is the Place; 

If this Se all you have to ſay— Farewell! 

And o- the Bellman bore away the Bell. 

When he was gone—but muſt a ſecond Part 

Yo the ſame Tune be ſung ?—with all my Heart 
When he was gone, the Captain quite abaſh'd 

To find his Bill againſt the Bellman quaſh d, 

To blunt in Converſation, by Degrees, 

The Edge of Stentor's cutting Repertees, 


Pray, ſays he, ſpeaking to a Stander-by, 
Is it not uſual, at the Bellman's Cry, 


To pray, Gd ſave the Mug“ —No, Sir, not here, 


It is a Cuſtom which they have elſewhere; 

But to theſe Parts it has not yet come down, 

At leaſt I never heard it in this Town— 

Lou have in others—Ay, Sir, fey*ral Times, 
It is a Thing as common as the Chimes :; 

Once, in particular, it made me {mile— 

—How ſol— I'll tell ye, but, in the mean while, 
A Story, Sir, without Offence begun, 

Muſt have none taken, otherwiſe I've done 
Veil, Sir, go on —Why once, in ſuch a Place, 
There liv'd a Be!lman us'd to ſay this Grace, 
Wich ours knew nothing of, it ſhould appear. — 
In ignorant Raſcal !—Nay, if you won't heat 
My Tale is ended, meant not to revive 

But buiy that which does no Good alive; 


w% * 4 wa * 
* - 0 7 - * * 
For Heat and Pailo 


„ 6.4 Eq 3 3 9 
—IThis Bellmann, e, 


3 5 


on Weil, Sir, Ihabe jone 
the 7 call'd him to 0 ON, 
Had Orders once to cry a Carrier's Horſ:, 
Stray'd or cenvey'd out of his proper Courſe, 

So to his Work Fach went, and rung. his Bell, 

{ «vant a Horſc—and fo began to tell 

Ihe Horſe's Colour, Height, and Age, and Stra. 
Put quite forgot his wearing a Pack-Saddle; 
This ſpecial Loker did not thro' Confuſion 
Of Memory, occur til] the Conclufion., 

Till Prayer was ended, 43 you're pleas'd to call it, 
When recollecting thus we heard him bawl it, 
(Cart before Horſe a little, and the Folks | 
bout the Market laugh'd, and crack' d their Jokrs 
God bleſs tis HA King G „ fays Jackl, 
Then rear'd—- WIT a P ACxSADDLI on AIS Bacy 
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